THE ROMAN FOUNDATION

formidable. Diocletian was reluctant to risk the struggle, but
he was urged on by his Caesar, Galerius, so he began, in 303,
the most violent attempt yet made to destroy the Catholic
Church. This, the last and greatest of the persecutions, failed.
Very large numbers who had become Catholic because it was
growing to be fashionable apostatized under the strain of official
persecution. But those who stood out sufficed to preserve the
Faith until it triumphed.

Their successful resistance was of the utmost importance
because it saved the Religion of Jesus Christ, which was, after
the approaching breakdown of society, to preserve all that
could be preserved of civilization through the Dark Ages, until
the great revival of the Middle Ages, destined to arise after
many hundred years. It was during this persecution that the
first martyrs known to have been put to death for the Catholic
Faith in England suffered. Their names were Albanus and
Amphibalus. (Some doubt the second as legendary, but the
first is certain,) Albanus, of whom the modern name is
St Alban, was killed at Verulamium, which afterwards took its
name from the martyr's shrine just outside the walls, and is
since called St Albans.

THE CATHOLIC EMPIRE
The Empire becomes Officially Catholic.  Constantino
With the failure of the last great persecution it was clear that
the Faith must triumph. All else had failed mankind. Although
only a minority of the population in the Roman Empire was
actively Catholic in this beginning of the fourth century
(301-400), nearly all the rest were indifferent, except that a
certain number of proud, rich families kept up the old Pagan
rites as a tradition. They no longer believed really in the
Pagan gods of old. Therefore when the Emperor Constantine
went over to the Christian side the Church became free for the
first time, and, having official support, rapidly spread throughout
society. The Emperor Constantine was the son of the Emperor
Constantius, who had been a colleague of Diocletian, but was
favourable to the Church, Constantius had governed the
West, including Britain, and that is why his remarkable wife,
St Helen, got into legend as being a British princess. She
may have been of British blood, but more probably she was a
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